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laboratory buildings. The Serbsky Institute has seven-
teen distinct medical and psychiatric departments, each
of which is presided over by a famous scientific and
clinical authority. Its biochemical and psychologic
laboratories are described as the most advanced in-
stitutions of the kind in the world.
The Institute has 130 beds and these are used by
six to eight different groups of psychopathic criminals
in the course of a year. The time required by the in-
stitute to establish the mental status of a patient is
anywhere from two weeks to two and a half months.
Unbalanced or pathologic offenders from every part
of the Soviet Union are directed to the Institute for
examination, treatment and a medical verdict which
becomes their legal sentence. The group of scientists
connected with the Institute in effect constitutes the
highest court for all unbalanced and abnormal crimi-
nals, the legal authorities generally taking its recom-
mendation without question. Under the Soviet criminal
code, moreover, it is not possible for lawyers either
for the defence or prosecution to delay or confuse the
verdict of the experts.
A writer in the "Medical Worker" (Meditsinsky
Rabotnik), a leading medical journal in the Soviet
Union, recently described the Serbsky Psychiatric In-
stitute as "a triumph of Soviet criminal justice over
court procedure in every other country in Europe."
Dr. Yevgeni Nikolayevich Dovbnia, Director of the
Institute and Professor of Court Psychiatrics at the